
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, June 23, 2024 – 10:30 AM 

Order of Worship 
 
Welcome and Announcements-Thank you for joining us for this morning’s worship service.  We are glad to have you here! 
If this is your first time visiting with us, please fill out a visitor’s form, found in the back of most pews. We would be 
pleased to add you to our email list. Welcome.  

 
Prelude                            “Gavotte”                           Matthew Camidge 
     
**Call to Worship 

Holy God, we are amazed at your splendor throughout all creation. 
We are overwhelmed with your grace that calls us your children. 
We are transformed by ever-present welcome in Jesus Christ. 
In the name of your son, our Lord, receive our sacrifice of thanksgiving. 
Let us worship God! 

 
*Hymn 14                            “For the Beauty of the Earth” 
 
Invitation to Confession 
 
**Prayer of Confession-followed by a time for silent confession and prayer  

Creator God, your holy reign of love makes all things new. Yet, we wander despondently among the 
mistakes and guilt of yesterday. We bear its burdens, bemoan our foolishness, and despair over 
unrecoverable losses. Forgive our lack of confidence and self-serving pride. It seems impossible, you could 
refashion our old souls. Yet, into our gloom, your Word plants seeds of promise. You fold in rich soil, 
tenderly weed, and water. We grow again. By your mercies, release us from our stubborn self-indulgence. 
Through your fearless kindness, may we live for him who died and was raised for us. May your holiness in 
Christ Jesus overflow in joy and peace. Amen. 
 

**Assurance of God’s Grace 
Bless our Father God, the God of our salvation. 
The God who daily bears us up and rescues us from sin and death.  
Our God is a God who saves! 
Amen! 
 

Response                                                            “Sing A New Song”                                            Hymn 276 
**Sing a new song unto the Lord. Let your song be sung from mountains high.  
     Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing Hallelujah!  

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings – Prayer of Dedication 
 

Offertory Anthem     “How Firm a Foundation”            arr. Hopson 
How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in His excellent word!  What more can He 
say than to you he hath said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?  “Fear not, I am with you, O be not 
dismayed; for I am your God, and will still give you aid.  I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.  When through the deep waters I call you to go the rivers of woe 
shall not you overflow; for I will be with you, your troubles to bless, and sanity to you your deepest 
distress.  The soul that flees to Me for repose, I will not, I will not desert to the foes.  That soul, though all hell 
shall endeavor to shake, I’ll never, no never, no never forsake!” 

 
*Please rise in body or Spirit. | **Words in bold print are spoken aloud or sung in unison 



*Doxology 
 

**Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above, ye 
heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
 **I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died,  and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from thence he will come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Time with Children  
 
Prayers of the People 
 

**Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts; as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
Amen 

 
Hymn 43                 “You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord” 
 
First Lesson                                        Psalm 91 
 
      Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, 

“He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 
      Surely, he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with his 
eathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. You will not 
fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the 
plague that destroys at midday. A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not 
come near you. You will only observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked. 
     If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,” and you make the Most High your dwelling, no harm will overtake you, no 
disaster will come near your tent. For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; 
they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. You will tread on the lion 
and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 
     “Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. He 
will call on me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. With long life 
I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.” 
 

Second Lesson                                   1 Samuel 17: 1-49 
 
     Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Sokoh in Judah. They pitched camp at 

Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh and Azekah. Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah 
and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, 
with the valley between them. 
    A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. His height was six cubits and 
a span. He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand 
shekels;6 on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. His spear shaft was like 
a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His shield bearer went ahead of him. 



    Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a 
Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. If he is able to 
fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects 
and serve us.” Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each 
other.” On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified. 

 
    Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from Bethlehem in Judah. Jesse had eight 
sons, and in Saul’s time he was very old. Jesse’s three oldest sons had followed Saul to the war: The firstborn 
was Eliab; the second, Abinadab; and the third, Shammah. David was the youngest. The three oldest followed 
Saul, but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his father’s sheep at Bethlehem. 
    For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his stand. 
    Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread for your 
brothers and hurry to their camp. Take along these ten cheeses to the commander of their unit. See how your 
brothers are and bring back some assurance from them. They are with Saul and all the men of Israel in the Valley 
of Elah, fighting against the Philistines.” 
    Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as Jesse had 
directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry. Israel and 
the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other. David left his things with the keeper of supplies, 
ran to the battle lines and asked his brothers how they were. As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine 
champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it. Whenever 
the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in great fear. 
    Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes out to defy Israel. 
The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter in marriage and will 
exempt his family from taxes in Israel.” 
    David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes 
this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?” 
    They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, “This is what will be done for the man who kills 
him.” 
    When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and asked, 
“Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the wilderness? I know how 
conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle.” 
    “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” He then turned away to someone else and brought 
up the same matter, and the men answered him as before. What David said was overheard and reported to 
Saul, and Saul sent for him. 
    David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.” 
    Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he 
has been a warrior from his youth.” 
    But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and 
carried off a sheep from the flock, I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned 
on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this 
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. The Lord 
who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this 
Philistine.” 
    Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.” 
    Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head. 
David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. 
    “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. Then he took his 
staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, 
with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 
    Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. He looked David 
over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. He 
said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. “Come 
here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 



    David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in 
the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord will 
deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses 
of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in 
Israel. All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the 
Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 

 
    As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 49 Reaching 
into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his 
forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. 

 
Sermon                    “The Age of Goliath”                                   The Rev. Steve Frazier 

 
Hymn 175                            “Seek Ye First” 
 
Benediction 

 
*Benediction Response                      “As the Deer”                             Hymn 626 
 

As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you.  
You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you.  
You alone are my strength, my shield; to you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

Peace of Christ be with you. 
**And also with you. 
Greet one another with the peace of Christ. 

 
Please join us in the Courtyard Lobby for snacks after worship! 

 
Guest Pianist – Annette Crandall 

  



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PORTSMOUTH 

 
Prayers of the People 

 
Alice Lerp     Jean Byers 
Nancy Ward     Wayne Braswell 
Judy Hedgepeth    Angela Grunenburg, friend of Gabbi and Matt 
Connie, friend of Oralie    Paul and Alice Butler 
Bev Smith, Mallory’s mother-in-law  Lane Pittman 
Josh Bennett     Robert Norfleet 
Monica Manley     Kathy Goolsby 
Jackie LaPonte     Barbara Owens   
Mae and Chreston Holoman   Maria Rhodes 
Chianne Hackley, friend of Tanner and Alyssa     Gus Spanos    
Angela Calicchio, Sofia’s mother   Mike Mike Taylor 
Cecilia Fry and children Alfred and Teresa Fry Mary Raines, friend of Norma 
Dana Arden     Wendy, Alyssa’s aunt 
Peggy Norfleet     Barbara Bond 
Nancy Grant 
 

Church Staff 
Steve Frazier – Covenant Pastor 

Edna Broadhurst – Director of Music 
Gabrielle Goodrich – Secretary 

 
SESSION     TRUSTEES 

      Steve Frazier – Moderator of Session   Earl Griffin 
Cameron McCormick    John Hackworth 
Norma Halterman    Pat Sparks 
Todd Taylor 
Oralie Wilhite 
Linda Audet 
Michelle Graupmann 
Diane Griffin 
Mary Ann Taylor 

  Michael Broadhurst 
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
10     Cooper John Smith 
14 Tommy Pennell 
17 Gabrielle Goodrich 
17 Dan Swanson 
18 Frances Hardy 
21 Cameron McCormick 
25 Mason Winkler 
26 Mackenzie Taylor 
27     Betsy Baker-Smith 
28 Barbara Livingston 

 


