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Welcome/Prayer 

 

*Hymn# 263 (1 and 4)                     “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 

 

Scripture Reading               1 Peter 1: 17-23 and Luke 24: 13-35 (NRSV) 

17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 

reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 

inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious 

blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation 

of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to 

trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on 

God. 

22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth[d] so that you have genuine 

mutual love, love one another deeply[e] from the heart.[f] 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable 

but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles[f] from 

Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were 

talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from 

recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk 

along?” They stood still, looking sad.[g] 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, 

“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 

these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth,[h] who 

was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and 

leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was 

the one to redeem Israel.[i] Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 

22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and 

when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 

about:blank#fen-NRSV-30379d
about:blank#fen-NRSV-30379e
about:blank#fen-NRSV-30379f
about:blank#fen-NRSV-25995f
about:blank#fen-NRSV-25999g
about:blank#fen-NRSV-26001h


F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  5 1 5  C o u r t  S t . ,  P o r t s m o u t h ,  V A  2 3 7 0 4  
 

angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 

as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, 

and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the 

Messiah[j] should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all 

the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But 

they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 

over.” So, he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 

and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 

vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us[k] while he 

was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up 

and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They 

were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had 

happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 

Sermon                                                       “The Emmaus Diner”  The Rev. Steve Frazier 

 

Meditation Music                  “Day of Arising”            Hymn #252 

Gabrielle Goodrich, soloist 

 

Day of arising, Christ on the roadway, unknown companion walks 

with his own. When they invite him, as fades the first day, and 

bread is broken, Chris is made known. 

When we are walking, doubtful and dreading, blinded by sadness, 

slowness of heart, yet Christ walks with us ever awaiting our 

invitation: Stay, do not part. 

Christ, our companion, hope for the journey, bread of compassion, 

open our eyes. Grant us your vision, set all hearts burning that all 

creation with you may rise. 

 

Concluding Prayer/Charge 
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Last week, we asked our members about their “Quarantine Easter”. We had quite a few 
responses! Please enjoy these few selected quotes: 
  
From the simple “Being well enough to celebrate” to the heartfelt “It was memorable in 
that it was unique.  It was different from any Easter I have ever had, with the inability to 
be in church for the live Easter service.” 
  
“It was really different...I can say that.  I fixed the usual big meal, but there were only 
four of us here...me, Bob, Mason, and Pat.  Usually the whole family is here for every 
holiday celebration” 
  
“It was the first time I ever prepared Easter dinner for one.  Usually my dining room is 
filled with family and/or friends.  One year we had so many guests that we borrowed 
three tables from church, moved back the living room furniture and lined the tables up 
end to end.  It was wonderful, though, to see the virtual service and see and talk to 
church family via the zoom post worship fellowship (thank you, Michael and Raymond!)” 
  
“The two of us at home. We enjoyed the virtual Sunday worship service and talked to all 
the kids.” 
  
“Our daughter and granddaughter came over with a friend. We had Easter Dinner, 
played cards and ended by celebrating with our granddaughter’s “bunny cake” created 
while we played cards.” 
  
“I put on my Easter dress and watched the virtual worship service, especially enjoying 
Communion! Talked with some of my favorite people and in the afternoon, I visited with 
my family via Google Hangout (Zoom).”  
 
What are you and your family/friends looking forward to most, once this Stay-at-Home 
order is lifted? 
Any restaurants you can’t wait to taste again? 
Any stores you can’t wait to go look around in? 
Are you going to help fill our sanctuary with beautiful noises, once we are able? 
 
 

 


