First Presbyterian Church
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2015

Coming Events
Sunday, Dec. 20
9:30 Breakfast
9:50 Children’s music
10:00 Sunday school
11:00 Worship and
choir cantata
Wednesday, Dec. 23
6:45 Bells
7:15 Choir
Thursday, Dec. 24
7:00 Christmas Eve
worship
Sunday, Dec. 27
9:30 Breakfast
9:50 Children’s music
10:00 Sunday school
11:00 Worship

Made One by Christ
Welcome
News for the Good of the Church
Prelude “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent”
arr. John Hackworth
* Choral Call to Worship
“Where the Promise Shines”
Joel Raney
A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent
Fourth Sunday – The Promise of Love
Candle lighters – Eva (Lou) Wilhite, Oralie
Wilhite and Raymond Rodrigues
Refrain – Congregation and Choir

Sunday, Jan. 3
9:30 Breakfast
9:50 Children’s music
10:00 Sunday school
11:00 Worship with
the Lord’s Supper
Tuesday, Jan. 5
10:30 Women’s circle
Sunday, Jan.10
9:30 Breakfast
9:50 Children’s music
10:00 Sunday school
11:00 Worship,
including receiving gifts
for $6 a backpack and
installation of new
officers
12:00 Hospitality hour
Sunday, Jan. 17
9:30 Breakfast
9:50 Children’s music
10:00 Sunday school
11:00 Worship
Reminder: The Court St.
and King St. doors will be
locked during worship.
Please enter through the
sanctuary during worship.

Responsive Litany
Advent is a time for God’s people to
reawaken their longings.
God so loved the world that He gave His
one and only son.
When we longed for the silence to be
broken,
God so loved the world that He gave His
one and only son.
When we longed for the light that shines
in the darkness,
God so loved the world that He gave His
one and only son.
When we longed for the peace that
surpasses understanding,
God so loved the world that He gave His
one and only son.
Candle Lighting and Reading
Refrain – Congregation and Choir
Closing Prayer

*Please rise in body
and spirit.

* Hymn #121
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Clothed by Christ
Listening for the silence of God followed by the “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Corporate Prayer of Confession
Surely God is our salvation. Have faith and do not be afraid.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
Eternal God, we confess that we resist Your holy realm. You look with favor
on the poor while we treat the lowly with disdain. You scatter the plans of
the proud while we aspire to power and privilege. Forgive us, God of grace.
Teach us what You desire, so that our hearts may leap with joy at the
coming of our Savior; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
With joy, let us draw water from the springs of salvation. Give thanks to the
Lord! Call on God’s name.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.
Sharing of Christ’s Peace
* Song of Praise, Hymn #453 “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Musical Offering

“What Child Is This?”

arr. Wells

* Doxology Hymn #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
In Korean congregations, Tongsung Kido (Pray Aloud) is an important part of
prayer life. You may begin your prayers at the first chime sound. At the sound
of the second chime, we will conclude our prayers together.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever.
Amen.

Sharing Christ’s Promise
Cantata

“Canticle of Joy”
A Cantata for Christmas

Joseph Martin

Candle lighter

Tanner Furman

Reader

The Rev. Larry Toney

CANDLE OF INVITATION
“A Call to Christmas”

Oralie Wilhite, soloist

CANDLE OF PREPARATION
“Prepare!”

Choir

CANDLE OF ANTICIPATION
“Could This Be the Day?”

Gail Pittman, soloist
Choir

CANDLE OF VISITATION
“Interlude 1”

Karen Diggs, soloist

“Songs of the Promise”

Mike Broadhurst, soloist
Choir

CANDLE OF INCARNATION
“Interlude 2”

Todd Taylor, soloist

“Carols of the Manger”

Diane Griffin, Oralie
Wilhite, and Raymond
Rodrigues, soloists
Choir

CANDLE OF ADORATION
“Away in a Manger”

Gabrielle Furman, soloist

CANDLE OF DECLARATION
“Awake! Sing Gloria!”

Choir

CANDLE OF REVELATION
“Interlude 3”

John Hackworth, soloist

“We Three Kings”

Choir and Congregation

CANDLE OF PROCLAMATION AND CONSECREATION
“Carol of the Faithful”

Choir and Congregation

A Blessing in Music “He Whom Shepherds Once Came Praising”

Held

The Vision of the Congregation: We see ourselves as the
embracing arms of Jesus Christ for each other,
for the community, and for the world.

Welcome to our visitors!
We hope that you find our congregation a welcoming one.
Your presence enriches our worship of God.
The flowers in the sanctuary, given by Diane Griffin,
honor their wedding anniversary and Earl’s birthday.

Christmas Eve service – During this time, FPC will be hosting the
Portsmouth Volunteers for the Homeless Shelter in our Fellowship
Hall. It will be easier to access the sanctuary using the Court St.
doors.
Important dates in January:
Jan. 10 – Installation of new officers
Jan. 24 – Session committee reports due
Jan. 31 – Annual congregational meeting
Memorial Donations
Alice and Paul Butler in memory of Frances Spiers
Todd Taylor in memory of Mildred Humphrey (Lane Pittman’s mother)
Prayer List
Jeff Baker (Norma Halterman’s brother-in-law), Betty Bartlett,
Richard Butler (Paul’s cousin), Kyle Craig (Kerry’s cousin),
Ronald Curry (Grace Yingling’s son), Jackie and Tyler Forsythe,
Benjamin Gerlach (Pat Sparks’ grandson),
the Goodwin family (neighbors of Cecilia and Alfred Fry),
Stephanie Green, Joe Jennings,
Mark Leonard (Claudia Laughlin’s brother),
Agnes McFadden, Bob Pomeroy, Jr. (Diane Griffin’s brother),
Marina Reimann, Carl Rhodes, Georgie Stewart (David’s mother),
the Winkler and Powell families,
Dorothy Wooldridge (friend of Carl Rhodes)
Everyone suffering with cancer and facing surgery
Our friends at home, especially
Margaret Glynn, Lanier Halterman, Frances Hardy,
AT and Nancy Mayo, Ann Michaluk, Sue Parker, Lane Pittman,
Burma and Leon Smith, Harvey Spiers, Robert Westbrook,
Patrice and Phil Winkler, Joyce Wright, Grace and Harold Yingling
Leading in worship today
The Rev. Larry Toney
Mrs. Edna Broadhurst, Director of Music Ministries
Reader: Michael Broadhurst
Ushers: David Culpepper, Dan Swanson
Counters: David Culpepper, Dan Swanson

December Offerings
12/6 $ 6,364.81
12/20
12/13 $ 3,053.00
12/27
MTD $ 9,417.81
$163.00 has been received through 12/13 for the $6 a backpack ministry.
December Attendance
12/6 Worship 33
Sunday school 16
12/13 Worship 42
Sunday school 16
12/20 Worship
Sunday school
12/27 Worship
Sunday school
The church office will be open on Wednesdays only, from 2:00 – 4:00.
In order to prepare the bulletin in a timely manner, all notices should be
sent to (church@fpcports.org) and the bulletin editor
(rjrodriguesiii@yahoo.com) no later than noon Wednesday.
Music is reprinted by permission and under CCLI License #2350381.
Session
The Rev. Walter Hunting, Moderator of Session
Karen Diggs, Class of 2015, Clerk of Session
Worship, led by Agnes McFadden and David Culpepper
Congregational Fellowship, led by Oralie Wilhite
Administration, Property and Finance, led by Paul Butler
Mission and Outreach, led by Jennifer Patgorski
Christian Formation, led by Gail Pittman
Members and friends of the congregation are encouraged to contact
the appropriate elder with their comments and suggestions.
Church Staff
The Rev. Walter Hunting, Crisis Pastor
483-4721 Home, 615-2944 Cell
Mrs. Edna Broadhurst, Director of Music Ministries
397-3622 ext. 203
Birthdays
12/2
12/12

12/18
12/21
12/22
12/28
12/30

Kathy Goolsby
Margaret Glynn
Jay James
Viki Goolsby
Mike Broadhurst
Pat Sparks
Earl Griffin
Elizabeth Gerlach
Riley Winkler
Ian Taylor

Missing a birthday?
Please contact:
Church churchr@fpcports.org
397-3622
Bulletin Editor
rjrodriguesiii@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor
slp149@aol.com

Ministries
12/6
Sun. Sch. The Butlers
Brkfst. Todd Taylor
12/13
Sun. Sch. The Butlers
Brkfst. Diane Griffin
Hospitality
12/20
Sun. Sch. The Butlers
Brkfst. Rodrigues/Wilhite
12/27
Sun. Sch. The Butlers
Brkfst.

Contact Us:
757-397-3622
www.fpcports.org
church@fpcports.org

www.facebook.com/
FPCPorts

“Canticle of Joy”
A Cantata for Christmas
Joseph Martin
Candle lighter

Tanner Furman

Reader

The Rev. Larry Toney

CANDLE OF INVITATION
“A Call to Christmas”

Oralie Wilhite, soloist

CANDLE OF PREPARATION
“Prepare!”

Choir

CANDLE OF ANTICIPATION
“Could This Be the Day?” Gail Pittman, soloist
Choir
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“Interlude 1”

Karen Diggs, soloist

“Songs of the Promise”

Mike Broadhurst, soloist
Choir
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Todd Taylor, soloist

“Carols of the Manger”
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Wilhite, Raymond
Rodrigues, soloists
Choir

CANDLE OF ADORATION
“Away in a Manger”

Gabrielle Furman, soloist

CANDLE OF DECLARATION
“Awake! Sing Gloria!”

Choir

CANDLE OF REVELATION
“Interlude 3”

John Hackworth, soloist

“We Three Kings”

Choir and Congregation

CANDLE OF PROCLAMATION AND CONSECREATION
“Carol of the Faithful”

Choir and Congregation

CANDLE OF INVITATION
“A Call to Christmas”
Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind what our good
God for us has done, in sending His beloved Son. With all our hearts and souls and
minds to God we pray this Christmas time; in Bethlehem upon that morn there was a
blessed Messiah born. For Christ has come, let earth rejoice, to God with love lift high
your voice. Come join the song and be restored; come to the manger behold the Lord.
Come and see, come and see, come and see, come see your Lord. Come greet your Lord.
Come worship the Lord.

CANDLE OF PREPARATION
Reader - Hear the voice of John crying in the wilderness: “Prepare ye the way of the
Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway of procession for our God. Every valley shall
be raised, every mountain made low; the rough ground shall become smooth, the
rugged places a level plain. And the glory of God shall be revealed.
“Prepare!”
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, prepare ye the way of the Lord. Prepare ye the way of
the Lord, prepare ye the way of the Lord. Make straight in the desert a highway for our
King. Come greet the Messiah. Lift up your voice and Sing!
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, prepare ye the way of the Lord. Prepare ye the way of
the Lord, prepare ye the way of the Lord. Let every hosanna be lifted to the sky. Sing
alleluia redemption draweth nigh.
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, prepare ye the way of the Lord. Prepare ye the way of
the Lord, prepare ye the way of the Lord. Sleepers awake, for this is the day, the glorious
day of the Lord.
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, prepare ye the way of the Lord. Prepare ye the way of
the Lord, prepare ye the way of the Lord. Prepare ye the way. Prepare!

CANDLE OF ANTICIPATION
Reader – For generations, the people of the world walked in darkness, unable to find
their way. They yearned for a king who would lead them. When would He appear? He
had been promised by the prophets, and yet, trial after trial confronted His chosen
people: slavery, wanderings in the wilderness, oppression. Where was this Promised
One? When would peace and freedom be theirs? When would the King lead them in
triumph? Each day, they asked, “Could this be the day?” Each evening, they pleaded in
prayer, “Come, Messiah, and save us.”
“Could This Be the Day?”
Could this be the day? Could this be the moment? Could this be the night all out
darkness turns to light?
Could this be the day? Could this be the moment? Could this be the night all out
darkness turns to light?
Long we have waited. Long we have pleaded. Long we have wandered in the
darkness and sin. Long we have waited for your song to begin.
Could this be the day? Could this be the moment? Could this be the night all out
darkness turns to light?
Could this be the day? Could this be the moment? Could this be the night all out
darkness turns to light?
Long we have waited. Long we have pleaded. Long we have wandered in the
darkness and sin. Long we have waited for your song to begin.
O come, O come, Emmanuel. God, who holds the sands of time, give us a sign.

Could this be the day? Come.

CANDLE OF VISITATION
Reader – Then one day, God sent His angel Gabriel to visit a young Jewish girl. With
wings as white as snow, and eyes like candle flame, he appeared, and into the maiden’s
ear he whispered, “Fear not gentle Mary, for you have found favor in the sight of
Jehovah you God. Chose above all women, you shall bear the Son of the Most High.
Mary, the power of God will come upon you. And not only you, for your aging relative
Elizabeth is also with child. Nothing is impossible with God.”
“Interlude 1”
Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind what our good God
for us has done, in sending His beloved Son, in sending His beloved Son.
Reader – In Judea, Mary visited Elizabeth and they marveled together at the miracles
bestowed upon them. Imagine the scene as the two women embraced, womb to womb.
The infant John leaped for joy within his mother’s body. Could it be that he recognized
the presence of the Messiah, the One for whom he would prepare the way? And the
infant Jesus, was He dreaming of the day of His birth? Consider God’s plan revealed in
the mysterious meeting of these two infants – John’s leaping, the song of Israel’s plea:
“Come, Thou long-expected Jesus.” And the reply of Jesus: “Tomorrow … tomorrow I
will dance to the music of grace and call my bride, my one true Love, to my dance of
eternal life.”
“Songs of the Promise”
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free.
Tomorrow shall be my dancing day.
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee.
I would my true love did so chance,
Israel’s rest and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art.
To see the legend of my play, to call my true love to the dance.
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.
Sing, O my love, O my love, my love, my love, my love.
This I have done for my true love.
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus. Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, come Emmanuel.
Come, Thou almighty King.
Tomorrow shall be my dancing day. I would my true love did so chance
to see the legend of my play, to call my true love to my dance. Sing, O my love, O my
love, my love, my love, my love. This I have done for my true love.
Tomorrow shall be my dancing day, dancing day!

CANDLE OF INCARNATION
“Interlude 2”
Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind what our dear
God for us has done, in sending His beloved Son. Consider well shat God has done.
Consider will what God has done.
Reader – At last the day had come. In the unassuming town of Bethlehem, the Prince of
Peace was born into a world that failed to notice His arrival. And though she was about
to deliver the Messiah, those who longed for Him turned Mary away. There was no
room, no bed for the Son of God. The Creator took His place among His creation in a
cattle stall.

“Carols of the Manger”
Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger. There He lay, the undefiled, to the world
a stranger. Such a babe in such a place, can He be the Savior? Ask the saved of all the
race, who have found His favor, who have found His favor.
O come see the tiny baby. Little Jesus, holy child, I will hold you through the night. As
the silent stars go by, I will sing a lullaby. I will rock you, rock you, rock you. I will rock
you, rock you, rock you. As the silent stars go by, I will sing a lullaby.
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie. Above thy deep and dreamless
sleep the silent stars go by. Yet in the dark streets shineth the everlasting light. The
hopes and fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight.
O holy child of Bethlehem! Descend on us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in, be
born in us today! Son of God, of humble birth, beautiful the story; praise His name in all
the earth, hail the King of glory, hail the King of glory!

CANDLE OF ADORATION
Reader – Mary and Joseph looked upon the Child with the wonder experienced by all
parents. Like other infants, the Baby also cried. He, too, was soothed by His mother’s
gentle rocking and lulled to sleep by her soft singing. But this was no ordinary baby. This
was the mighty God of Israel, in the form of a helpless human infant.
“Away in a Manger”
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. I love
Thee, Lord Jesus, God’s Son from on high. Now sleep in my arms ‘til morning is nigh.
Silent night. Holy night. Lullaby. Lullaby.

CANDLE OF DECLARATION
Reader – Out of darkness, now was Light. On the hillsides of Judea, drowsy shepherds
were awakened by the dazzling light of God’s glory. The angel of the Lord announced
the great news of joy: “The Savior, Christ the Lord, is born in Bethlehem.” And so that
they might hurry to see this Child, they were told where to find Him. Suddenly, throngs
of angels filled the evening skies declaring. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to all on whom His favor rests.” Fully awake, all lethargy gone, the shepherds
rushed to the foot of the manger.
“Awake! Sing Gloria!”
Sleepers awake! Sing Gloria! Sing to the Lord with joyful noise! Sing to the Lord! Lift
high your voice! Gloria, Gloria Deo!
Sleepers awake! Sing Gloria! Sing to the Lord with joyful noise! Sing to the Lord! Lift
high your voice! Gloria, Gloria Deo!
Come see the King, see the King of glory. Come see the One who is born to save us all.
Come see the King, see the King of glory! Sing to the Lord! Sing to the Lord! Gloria,
Gloria Deo!
Come see the King, see the King of glory. Come see the One who is born to save us all.
Come see the King, see the King of glory! Sing to the Lord! Sing to the Lord! Gloria,
Gloria Deo!
Sing we all noel! Sing we all noel! Praise Him! Praise Him! Lord!
Sleepers awake! Sing Gloria! Come here the song the angels sing. Come adore the
newborn King! Gloria, Gloria, Deo! Deo! Gloria! Gloria! Awake! Sing Gloria!
Gloria!

CANDLE OF REVELATION
“Interlude 3”
Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind what our good
God for us has done, in sending His beloved Son.
Reader–Kings from the east also came, bearing gifts of frankincense, myrrh, and gold.
Consider why the Son of God would leave the riches of His kingdom to be born into the
household of a poor carpenter. He came in search of the greatest treasure of all, a
treasure He would one day lay down His life to purchase. This is the great mystery: we
are the pearl of great price. We sparkle like jewels in His crown. And our praises rise to
heaven like incense, their perfume fragrant and pleasing to God.
“We Three Kings of Orient Are”
We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, field and fountain moor
and mountain, following yonder star.

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again, King forever,
ceasing never over us all to reign.
Refrain
Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a deity nigh; prayer and praising gladly
raising, worshiping God Most High.
Refrain
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; sorrowing,
sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
Refrain
Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice: Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds
through the earth and skies.
Refrain

CANDLE OF PROCLAMATION AND CONSECRATION
Reader – This is what we proclaim to you: what was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen in our eyes, what we have looked upon, and what our hands
have touched. We have seen the glory of the Lord. Let the song of joy ring in every
heart, in every church, through all the world!
Reader – Come now and be faithful, consecrating yourselves before the Lord. Bring gifts
of you love, your life, and worship the Savior. Consider what God has done and come
before Him with songs of joy!
“Carol of the Faithful”
Come, let us adore Him. Come, let us adore Him. O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the
Lord.
O sing to the Lord a song of joy. O sing to the Lord a song of joy.
O come, let us adore Him. Come, let us adore Him.

Come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. Come and behold Him, born the King of angels,
angels, glory in the highest. Come, let us adore Him. Come, let us adore Him. O come,
let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. Glory to
God, all glory in the highest; O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him. O
come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord.
Come let us adore Him.
Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant. Come all ye faithful, joyful and
triumphant. Come, all ye faithful, sing for joy. Come, all ye faithful sing for joy!

Yea, Lord we greet Thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be all glory
giv’n. Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; O come, let us adore Him.
Come, let us adore Him. O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord. O come,
let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord.
O, sing to the Lord a song of joy. O, sing to the Lord a song of joy. O, sing to the Lord a
song of joy, song of joy, song of joy, song of joy, song of joy!

The poinsettias in the sanctuary today were given by
Barbara Bond
In memory of Helen Mawhinney
Michael and Edna Broadhurst
In honor of the “Choir” family
Paul and Alice Butler
In memory of Paul and Frances Butler
and Marsden and Grace Farrior
Karen Diggs
In honor of Rudy and Alice Simpson
and In memory of Aaron Filer
Jerry Freeman
In honor of Brigitta Freeman
In honor of Mike Taylor
In memory of Norma Freeman
In memory of Walter Freeman
In memory of Don Taylor
In memory of Margaret Taylor
Earl and Diane Griffin
In honor of Carrie Griffin
In honor of Richard Griffin
In memory of Marjorie Griffin Gray
In memory of Wilbur C. Griffin
John Hackworth
In memory of Brian Hackworth
R. Lanier and Norma Halterman
In memory of Rick and Gertie Halterman
(Lanier’s parents)
In memory of Buddy and Rebecca Gargis
(Norma’s parents)
Lane and Gail Pittman
In honor of Agnes McFadden
In honor of First Presbyterian Session
Bob and Judy Powell
In honor of and in memory of loved ones
Sonia Powell
In memory of Eddie Powell

Rudy and Alice Simpson
In memory of John and Mable Simpson (Rudy’s
parents)
In memory of Ted and Marie Filer (Alice’s
parents)
Leon and Berma Smith
In honor of Michael and Edna Broadhurst
In memory of Betsy Stuart
Pat Sparks
In memory of Ruth and Frazier Byrd
In memory of Randy Sparks, Sr.
In memory of Frances C, Spiers
Bonnie Spiers and Paul Schuette
In memory of Frances C. Spiers
Brad, Linda, and Lauren Spiers
In memory of Frances C. Spiers
Sylvia Stephenson
In memory of George and Katie Stephenson
In memory of Elizabeth Stephenson
Dan Swanson
In honor of Kelly, Joe, and Joeley Barns
In memory of Shirley and Gustaf Swanson
Bill Westbrook
In memory of Margret Westbrook and Kendall
Rhodes
Eva (Lou) Wilhite
In honor of Jeanette, Linda, and John Rodrigues
Oralie Wilhite
In honor of First Presbyterian Church
In memory of Mamie Cotton

